EARNED : MARKET PRICES AVG, 2
- 1989 GOL . HQL .. MIB WEB SCR  SAL,
THURMOND, MARK 5 - ! 1
TIBBS, JAY* 3
TOLIVER, FRED -7 1.4 4 1 3
TROUT, STEVE -5 4 4
TRUJILLO, MIKE* -5
VIOLA, FRANK 8 N 0 530w W a7
WARD, DUANE 15 i7 6 8 g8 0 10
WAYNE, GARY 5 4 4
WEGMAN, BILL -9 3 $ . 2 8 7 6
WELCH, BOB 1 20 17 18 15 2 19
WELLS, DAVID 15 1 j ) 2
WEST, DAVID* -5 '
WILLIAMS, FRANK -1 3 3
WILLAMSON, MARK 19 1 1 1
WITT, BORBY -8 . 4 £ 4 12 5
WITT, MIKE . 8 10 6 12 13 10
YETT, RICH -7 3 1 1 2 2
YOUNG, CURT : 0 6 7 5 710 7 o .
YOUNG, MATT* -? "Did all these leagues have their drafts before the start of the season?
ZAVARAS, CLINT* -4 = : '
" Either before, or after the first week.
I'm trying to figure oiit why anyone would spend $20 on Dale Sveurn.
Probably 2 frustration bid, someone with t6o much money at the end.
Judging by Dave Winfield, the WEB and SCR leagues held their drafts
more than a week early, before his surgery. There are a few other
intéhés but not many. Certainly these prices are more valid than, say,
- .the: following for Doug Jones in Heath’s veteran leagues $1, 85, %4,
o $9 $4 $2 $2-.
I agme Look at the swing on John Kruk, from $2 to $22.
nd he came out right about in the mlddle Wh1ch league are you going
#to°be in, anyway?
. Uh-oh, not a mixed league?
: No one Natwna] 3nd one Amencan
; My, that is ambltlous
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You only 'HYC once, _rigbt ? ' 'True And 1 probably would have stopped bidding on him around $35,

" and I would have been' sorry.
“The big-ticket items are going to lose money on the whole; all you
_want to do is break even.

T just hope you don’t live with anybody.

Did you say all this stuff was on a spreadsheet?

Yes. : Nét avoid them altogether?

Mind mnning some sorts for me? I'd sort of like fo see the top 10

i . - :No, not if you think you’ll break even or come close, because you've
salaries in each league matched against what they carned.

~got to spend your money somewhere. It’s just that the more you spend,

7 : - the less risk you like to assume. That’s why I could have easily paid
NL COST  EARNED  NET AL COST  EARNED  Nir _“'the average market price for Galarraga but not for Hershiser, even
though Hershiser had a better year than Galarraga and they lost basically

STRAWBERRY 43 24 =19 HENDERSON 54 48

DAVIS, E 2 © -3 CANSKO w 7y “the sare.

FRANCO 0 27 -13 PUCKETT a3 -1z If he had a betier year, why isa’t he worth more?

VAN SLYKE 40 15 -2 ECKERSLEY 42 4 [ meant in real baseball.

CLARK, W 40 40 0 CARTER 40 3 : ,

GALARRAGA B’ T -1 MCGWIRE 40 2 =7, ershiser would be worth more than a buck more than Clemens in the

MCREYNOLDS &) 2 -8 MATTINGLY 3 3l AL, I take it?

HERSHISER ® 2 B GREENWELL » % - "If he had the same stats he would. The way players are listed in the

COLEMAN % 29 _ - CLEMENS % 7 _”f appendIX shows this more clearly. Jose DeLeon and Nelan Ryan, for

MYERS o s -6 HIRBEK % B nstance, both won 16 games. DeLeon had a better ERA and ratio. But
AVERAGE 3 23 —10 AVERAGE 4 30

:Ryan’s ERA and ratio are worth more in his league context, and he
“outearns DeLeon.

Eighteen out of 20 are losers. 1 That s why you don’t like mixed leagues?

Well, they’re going to be. What we have is a pretty good sampling of’
the 1988 all-star teams—not just all-stars, but career years in mos
cases. Here’s where the specific market prices provide useful cautions
For example, you know Kirby Puckett is going to fetch some money.
but $55? That’s two owners, or more, getting completely carried away.
It’s such a shame Canseco was hurt. As it is, he’s still the second most.
expensive player in both drafts. The average market price for him woul :
have been somewhere in the mid-60s, don’t you think?

:"That and the fact that, unless you have a league the size of the NFL
ou end up with all-star teams.

8o jour prices don’t work for them?

“Good Lord, no. Oh, T suppose the order of players (another feature of
“thie appendix) is useful, but that’s about it. You sure you re not in a
xed league? .

wondenng The way you have them listed in-the first chapter,
tbougb and this chart here—it makes me wonder about all the money
1t hitters are losing.

I've heard this career-year business before, but Puckett had just fo_f
lowed a career year with a career year. How do you know he’s no

going to have a third one? S o . :
B the alphabetical listing, what catches my eye is that there are just as

You don’t. I don’t see anything wrong with his average market price any losses for hitters in the right-hand column but not nearly as many

He’s an excellent place to safekeep $43—you might get it all back an
you shouldn’t lose much. The prices on McGwire and Mattingly, o
the other hand, are almost certain losses, since they have no speed..

Will Clark has no speed.

What I see in the chart above is that people spend money first of all
n- players who have power and speed; second, on relievers; third, on
ower hitters; fourth, on starters.
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Let’s do a sort by what players eamed. ' at »g that mean?

atcé 1tems Jike saves and steals are the hardest to trade for when you
c

NL EARNED  COST  NEm AL EARNED  COST _ o't have them, and so the easiest to trade when you do. As long as
IJOHNSON H 51 2 29 HENDERSON 48 s e Ou 're in a league that will trade, it doesn’t matter if you’'re out of
DAVIS M' 48 5 2 RUSSELL s " slance coming out of the draft. Having a surplus as the trade deadline
MITCH;LL 45 25 20 SABERHAGEN 45 8y . apprOaChes is kind of fun. Surplus at the end of the season, though, is
CLARK, W 40 40 0 ECKERSLEY 3 4 ess. You really don’t want o ﬁms_h first in any category.
DAVIS, E 0 8 -3 JONES,D » 30 1less it’s all of them?
GWYNN 37 34 3 JACKSON, B 38 28 c .
' it’s all right.

SMITH, L ki) 5 2 YOUNT 38 % ; then it’s all righ
HOWELL s M X ¥ ooon uid you keep Rickey at §547
BURKE 35 12 23 SIERRA k7 - '
SANDBERG 5 28 7 PLESAC 3 35 *d glve him a lifetime contract at $54. Just because you see that minus

AVERAGE 40 2 15 AVERAGE 41 30 “sign next to his name and Eric Davis’s doesn’t mean they didn’t get

job done. They may not have won you the pennant, but they didn’t
osé it either. Remember, you g6 into the draft with $260 and you want
0 comie out with $300. You've got to make some profits somewhere,
nd you try like hell not to take big losses anywhere. Little losses on
big ‘investments are no big deal they mean you got-big eammgs

you’d keep ED at $43?7

Now we’re seeing some profits.

Naturally. These are last yeat’s all-stars. The repeats from the prevmus :
chart are Eckersley, Rickey, Eric Davis, and Will Clark. Saberhageri
is the only starter among new arrivals, while there are six reheve

joining up, some of them pretty ‘obscure. : 'a second.

And the speedy Kevin Mitchell. Would you keep Strawberry at $437

‘might. Hard call. He can earn it, and I certainly would if 1 thought

The rather well-paid Kevin Mitchell. He hit .251 the year before, wi
 Was gomg to.

19 home runs; $25 was about right for him. Hojo, meanwhile, had 24 :
home-runs and 23 stolen bases; $22 was low, although there was trad Vgﬁ Slyke at $407

talk hangmg over Hojo. Easy call. No: He can eam $40, but I know no one’s going to bid him

hat high, so I drop him. If the market price is sure to be under your
xpected Patton $ worth, go w1th the market price, clearly.

VM Gwn'e at $40‘7 .

Ji0) hut]. I don’t care what the market thinks, he’s not going to earn

Eleven dollars for Jay Howell? _ o
I'don’t get that, either. One league, PEW, didn’t pick him up at all.
So the thing to look for is obscure relievers?

In start-up leagues, definitely. They’ll be famous about 15 minutes int
the season.

If you find they’re going cheap, by the way, keep buying them To
much is never enough.

Matﬁng]y at $397

would probably drop him. He might come in close to $39 next year,
ut [ have this sense that something’s just a little off with him, and 1
ink others share that sense. I either shave a couple of dollars off his
alary. by buying him back, or I watch a bidding war between two
‘afikee fans, if there are any left.

What’s that mean?

Don’t stop just because you think you’ve got the saves category take
care of. Build a surplus of scarc:ty
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There’s another sort we should do. How about the true bargains, th cOST  EARNED  NET AL COST  EARNED  NET
people who really made money—the highest nets? S - - —12 -4 VIOA ¥ 8 -2
’ CKSON. D 2 7 -5 LEIBRANDT 17 - -®
NL EARNED  COST  Ner AL EARNED  COST i 40 15 -25 MORRIS 21 =7 -
— = 7 -1 -2 CANSECO 44 7 -7
SMITH, L a7 5 32 RUSSELL £ 12 a4 " —» LAPOINT 7 -1z -9
LANDRUM 31 1 30 MONTGOMERY 33 2 o g -7 AUGUST 10 -8 -18
JOHNSON, H 51 20 29 OLSON 34 4 at 6 - MCGWIRE 40 2 —18
THOMPSON, M 2% 2 24 SABERHAGEN 45 18 7 e 2% —19 TRAMMELL 27 9 —18
DAVIS, M 48 25 23 EISENREICH 7 3 2 5 16 —18 RAWLEY 7 —10 =17
BURKE 35 12 23 KELLY 30 7 2 2 6 -8 NIEDENFUER 10 -7 -7
HOWELL » 4 2l SCHOOLER 3 o - 3 -3 AVERAGE 22 0 —22
MITCHELL £ 25 20 GUETTERMAN 2 0 2 _ _
ARWIN 3 4 19 BLYLEVEN 8 - :
;GG,o 2 3 19 EINLEY, C ; ? 2 : Anl a§erage of $27 spent on the bombs in the NL last y;ar, subsrtarrlllt;iliy
AVERAGE % U AVERAGE 2 7 2 more than the AL. Five of the bombs are hitters, where you y

‘i 'supposed to be safe.
: How do you account for that?
Bill Landrum, Jeff Montgomery . . . Lee Guetterman? Son of a biich, i . . .
Was Landrum even up if Ap:g ? Jt'was an incredibly chaotic year in the Natioqal League last year. T_OO
7 ’ 'ad we're only looking at the top 10, because number 11 was.Mﬂge
‘Schmidt, number 12 Ron Gant, number 14 Kirk Gibson. It was so bad

at'people like McReynolds and Galarraga were good.

He made the team, and Gott was hurting, as I recall,

You saying you would have picked him? . | N
’ amazing that Carman’s on the list, since nobody believed in him

No, no, I'm saying he was there to be picked, and out of the five start- to begin with.

up leagues, one did. Nobody took Guetterman. Out of the 25 older
leagues that Jerry Heath gave me the prices for, only eight took Guet-
terman. " Four didn’t take Montgomery. There are simply too many:

pitchers to choose from, which is another reason you shouldn’t spend
too much on them.

here you have it. If you’re in one of those excr‘uciating leagues th:at
‘don’t allow you to drop players, Carman has killed you. People in
those leagues tell me they have to pay big money for pltcher.s, §0 my
prices don’t help them, but I'm not convinced. If you were in one of
those leagnes, why would you spend $7 on Ra‘wie.y?. Whereas‘ if you
can’ ditch him, $7 is a reasonable gamble, conmdermg the up s%de.

.. Pitchers are your venture capital. The average price for Leibrandt
{ year was $17, for Saberhagen $18.

An average of $7 spent in the American League for the 10 best profits?-
It makes it seem like the whole thing’s a crapshoof.

It is. Sorry. You fight like hell not to lose money on the expensive. : o
players, then pray you hit it big with the scrubs. That's ridiculous.

No it’s not. Check them out in the Player Profiles. Leibrandt had a
-much better ERA the year before and camed more. Now he’s in dis-
-grace; Saberhagen’s a one-man pitching staff that someone will pay

$50 for this year. We have short memories.

At least in the National League there are three people on the list who
cost more than $20. The average is $11.

So it would seem the NL was more ““rational’’ or *“fair*’ last year,"

wouldn’t it? Well, there’s one more sort that we have to do—the biggest :

-Van Siyke was kind of a total disaster when you think about it, and he
losers. '

still earned $15.
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Precisely. Kirk Gibson was very similar to Danny Jackson in real bage
-.ball,.andGibson.earned $9. -If you’ve invested -$28 in Jackson, "yg
don’t drop him even if you’re allowed to. You sit there and take the
full beating. You leave the draft, if everyone else breaks even, a $229
team. It’s over. -

S ranco, Hershiser, Myers, and Gooden) were in the

Eougén]‘;gml?zlit(fl?ast year. They eamed an average of $22 for a $14

QY‘?r‘$E_ ht pitchers cost between $20 and $30, and they lost money.

foss- Igh Jarger range between $10 and $19 made money. The $5-39

Thc,__m;;‘,‘ike even. The $1-$4 range, which is the crapshoot (and also

Enb?gg!:ﬂ group), broke even. And the Sixteen Bill Landrums, pitcl_lerg
e

e s and Alan Trammeli—two more big-name players Who.bad /ho as often as not weren’t even selected, turned a huge profit.
wh :

equally poor years.

With more invested on Trammell, and less lost. i Foﬁr doﬂérs 8 huge?
S0 what you're saying is, you never spend this kind of money on :
starting pitcher? '

hen ybu spend 60 cents it is. Sixteen times $4 is $64; the $10-$19
Whe -only had a total profit of 348. This chart tells. me to pursue a
--taiieﬁg pitcher that I like into the teens, then wave good-bye and wait
“for the next one. It tells me to leave at least 2 coul?le_of slots open for
the crapshoot. It tells me to pick pitchers like crazy in the reserve phase.

On starting pirchers, I don’t. I'd never spend $62 on Jackson ang
Gooden. If the average pitcher eams $8.67, then nine average pitchers
earn $78. That’s my budget. I sure don’t want to have to find my relief
pitching with $16. R B
What about relievers?

Are you serious? You stick to budgets for pitching and hitting? _ o
"“More than half your pitching budget should go to t_hern, elthe_r__ in one
bi‘g:buhdle for Eckersley or Mark Davis, or spread among__several.
The appendix shows the top 90 pitchers in thg NL. las_t. year, the top
108 in the AL—the pitchers that “perfec't” ROUSSGI‘IE: Leagues would
carry You’ll notice the average of these ideal populatiox.ls ($13.22 and

i.79) is worth considerably more than the average pitcher ($8.§7);
we preténd no roster was ever graced by Bob.Knepper or Dave LaPoint.
: ut let’s separate these populations _i_nto relievers and starters and see
who’s doing what. For simplicity, let’s call anyone who got a save last
“éar a reliever, the rest starters. :

No, not really. Actually, $78 is kind of high for me. Last year I spe
$69. : S ' 2

And you bought a decent pitching staff with that?

Yes, I did, in my terms. The $69 turned out to earn $70, so I broks.
even. In fact, in Heath’s hypothetical final standings, I got 26 poin
in pitching; the average team in an American League Rotisserie ¢am
352 points, so that’s really breaking even. I hoped to be a little luckie
but at least I hung in there. '

I don’t like all this talk about luck.

2.

Then play chess instead. Look, I know I'm not going to luck into NL P W § ERA RO §
good offense. I know that finding good pitchers is to a great extent jus

throwing darts, so I'm going to throw a few.

STARTERS (49) 160 11 0 308 105 1.2

\ . S . ' RELIEVERS (41) 88 5 11 273 1064 1600
Let’s group pitchers in—oh—the National League by salary range o : _ —
and see what we get. Al P W S A RO s
AVERAGE 10TAL
#  COST  EARNED Fiw o - STARTERS {59} 132 10 0 335 130 7
' 2 5 N 306 1107 1617
above$®0 - - 4. 3 2 -4 -5 RELEVERS 149) 8
$20-29 8 5 18 -7 -5
$10-19 pY 1 13 2 8 . _
$5-9 25 6 6 0 0 You just made Doc Gooden a reliever, you realize that?
$1-4 3 2 0 0 - L . L N
under $1 % 06 5 4 64 tell you the truth, I didn’t, but he s one among 41; we can live with
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: . : i i 15, yet the
And you made Norm Charlton a starter. 1988, Brett Butler carned $28 and Benito Saﬂtltf1180$$18 gnd the
ok ai last year for Santiago was $24, for Butler $18. o
. mg:tu'sn alg a lot of people are going to keep Santiago, who earn
17, .and a%e ticked off at Butler for only carning 521. d for
b reasoning seems to be that Santiago hits pretty darn good fo
Their while Butler is kind of a wimp in the outﬁeld., -
mh'i;’t service that I know of pays attention to who’s hltltlnig oui
“No & ' : ' ho even pictures what y
It shows the average relief pitcher was worth a hell of a lot more thyy  homers or getting the steals. The only one w : pnd Tom Pagnozzi
the average starter T hom: «]goks’’ like is you. In real baseball Santiago a = them
' O still be the best catching corps around, because only one  Mike
lﬂissat a time. In Rotisserie baseball, you play Tony Pena and Mi

: atgl;cia who you bought for $13—side by side, and they earn you
cioscia—

lg;. you want depth on offense, a 14-man lineup every:day, piling up
. So .

T ¢an live with that also—and then again, we can just stop this, M;

of this stuff I already know. y

No, go ahead; tell me what the. chart shows,

You tell me,

Why?

He got some wins and all the saves, and had a better ERA and ratig,

Except the National League starter had a better ratio, [ wonder if ih
was all Mitch Williams.

What else? " the at-bats.

. , Lo

: Sciﬂ don’t you tend to get better production from certain positions:
: -Tbe’ouiﬁeld? Tb¢ comers? |

Do you : i ou actually go deeper into
3 u? The way the game is set up, y ! .
. D‘iﬁ);?ders than middle infielders. There gre 12 teams ’m the h{auo;l(?
'3-'-.'](323' e, s0 36 outficlders can start on a given da)[. We're carryni?%r e’n;
= 14 a:;‘)1;2’8 percent, don’t start. Twenty-four middle infielders start.
carrying 30— _
.Sb.only 20 percent don’t start. Interesting.

You’re doing just fine.

times the average earning. That’s $549 . . . The number of relievers.
41, times their average earning. That’s $656 . . . So the relievers eam
well over half the money, even though there aren’t as many of them

Let me see . . . We could multiply the number of Starting pi{phers, 4

You just do that in your head?
Same thing in the American League.
T_h'e appendi{( has pretty {nqch sizzdnuspe)dfc;; gﬁu the depth and strength
worth more in the ERA standings? ‘at each position. Here it is in conde :

Eighty-cight innings at 2.73 help your team more than 160 innings é't :

NL AL
AVG  WORST
3.087 Sure, I can see that, I'm all set to buy relief pitchers. I'm thinking AVG  WORST $6
of having a whole feam of them. : OF  $17.39 $6 OF 91833 ;
' 18.01
- .. 1B 21.55 3 18
You don’t have the thousand-innings rule? % 1270 4 1B 13.55 3
Not in one of the leagues. 2% 12.53 3 28 13.1¢ f;
14.61 6 85 n.27
Maybe I shouid warn them, 5 61 o c 8.97 2
But at least 1 can just zip through this stuff, since it’s so obvioys. ¢ ' DH 5.77 -1

The biggest mistakes people starting out make are (1) spending too -

relief pitching; (2) overspending on the great hitters who happen to be

“lead-legs; and (3) overspending on what ¥ cail *“position séarcity.” :
In 1988, Julic Franco earhed $28, Wade Boggs $25. You can see

that the average salary for Franco last year was 325, for Boggs $35.

' The average shows the dollar value of the a\;lera,lgih of t:xrz I;[;thc?f lfhi
L or top 18 NL first basemen, etc. That’s the s
: gﬁ:?giiers“(\);fogft” is what the 50th outfielder or 18th first baseman
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. o COST  EARNED +/-
earned. That’s the depth. You can see how weak third base was I OQUTFIELDERS -

~~year-in~both leagues. DWAYNE MURPHY 1 ? Z
. GREG GROSS 1 - -
’ ?
Where’d you put Hojo! e MAZILL 3 ) 1
At shortstop, of course. Also Matt Williams. That’s where most leag GERONIMO BERROA 1 ;
will put them, until they find out there are no other sticks at third. § TOTAL 4

they’ll move Darrell Evans over there, if he’s still playing, which j

what T've done. ling me you’d spend $8 for Lenny Harr_is? To tell you the

te )
4 (}ucan t get all that excited over_Treadway.

wldn’t spend $2 for Lenny Harris. I wouldn’t spend $5 for Tread-

et P emphasize right here that just because my prices show
ay. Let n_)eal lg,yer earning a few bucks is no reason in itself to pay
Igig;: 'Y%u pay as little as you possibly can. You're trying to
is crazy auction where everyone has the same amount of monegé
- dollar counts, and you fight for the best deal you can get

It basically shows me what you would expect: The hitting is at'tb
corners—at least at first base—and in the outfield.

It shows me you better watch out ‘you don’t get Wallace Johnson 3
your first baseman. There’s an abrupt drop-off. You’ll be giving poo
old Darrell his first baseman’s ‘mitt back. You’ll end up moving Wil
liams to third and calling up Steve Jeltz. '

Like hell, .
a rle of thumb, I’d say that for any player you feel has little

hance of eaming more than $5, don’t pay more than one or two dollars
jer any circumstances.

He was actually a pretty good scrub last year. You never know. Th;
is what the game’s all about. If it has any value, it’s leamning to loy
and hate Steve Jeltz. ' -1 ) _
W Jdn*t I move Evans to third, bring McClendon o fire f ing chintzy here, can I go higher at the top?
wouian't I move Evans to third, bring McClendon to first from e o . o oo o
the Jc;urﬁeld, and instead love the SIsf outﬁi’a’er, Willie McGee? = - A Tot of people do that. But if they W1'n’that way, ILS non??gé
' of because of who they bought at the top, it’s because they gfd :
way instead of Geronimo Berroa—and last April who would you

ave Ijickéd for. $1? _

viow what? I'd still take Berroa. Lemke’s going to‘ be the secon.d
:iSe&Jan. How .often did you see Treadway’s name in the boxes In
gptcﬁzbér?

At a market price of $27, I don’t think he was there with the scrubs.
All 'm saying is that in the endgame crapshoot, the pickings on offense
are slim throughout. It’s been my experience that everyone wants io
pack the corners, which makes it hard, whereas people get three good
outfielders and figure they’ve taken care of that. I try to sneak a fourth
and fifth good outfielder onto my team early, while theyre still around:

. If we comb through the charts in the previous chapter for the fouj‘
cheapest National League scrubs at second base and in the outficld

(averaging zero in for the leagues that didn’t pick them at all}, here’s
what we get:

ou; didh’t have a Rotisserie team _and you noticed that?

st like to follow baseball. | |

heie Wére so few people following the Braves in Se;._)tember, -we’r'e
uékyz’.théy published the box scores. What you're saying, though, is

jorth reiterating.

SECOND BASEMEN _cosr  samNm _ +/- The $13 you see next to Treadway’s name is what his statistics were

LENNY HARRS o8 7 worth in the National League in 1989. The appendix—while it attempts
STEVE LOMBARDOZZ! ! 0 - “to be forward-looking, moving people to their probable positions, zap-
JEFF TREADWAY ] 13 12 g even significant contributions of people who mov?d out of the
DAMASO GARCIA ! § > g'uedu'ring the season—is basically retrospective. You'll be zapping
" TOTAL 4 27 2

any more people; you'll want to change the order at each position;

a0 41




--.people-will-earn-this year. -~ - -~

o
s ; . . C A ERA _ RATIO
and youw’ll certainty want to pencil in your own guesses as to wh; AMERICAN LEAGUE  HR R S8 2
R . 14 53 9 27 43T 1236
0 47 8 263 385 1i.87

9 46 8 24 376 N9

21987
1988

What 1 think they’ll earn or what I'm planning to pay?
‘ 1989

they’ll eam—especially in a start-up league-—more or less eludes m ‘1 5< even bigger with-decimals, yet thf? home run def:hnef beI ! llle
: 5 a-n'League hitter from 14 to nine in three years is stlll airly
eric

What’s “‘especially’” about it? ramatic.

+ keep talking about the different league contexts; last year it doesn’t
our ’
all that big to me.
e é to know one person is going to read the mas'och?St chapter,
1t 'b;eﬂy you’re right about hitting, wrong about p1tc'h1r-1g_ Sal:_;er—

o in tl;e National League would be worth $39. That is, if y’ou just

hagf::d his statistics over. If you moved him o.ver—'well, I don’t think
: t1.-l-g‘r1';itchers would even like to bunt against him. Did you see the way
e fitch’ed inside last year?

But hitting prices, they don’t change that much?

'l get to that. This is only the beginning. Jo0k
oo

What’s next? The Player Pfoﬁ]es?

Why not? Bill James used to put them last, but I say, let the mark
decide. Apparently they were a big hit last year.

Anything I should know about them?

Yes. The three-year scans of earnings will throw you for 2 loss if yo
don’t realize that the formulas for each year are different. Darryl Strav

berry’s best year was in 87, but he gets & much higher salary in ’88

J’wh'y' do T keep thinking you’re in a mixed league?
how come?

. They change a little. Vince Coleman in the American League would

The rabbit ball in *877 .'."be worth $32_ instead of $29.

" How come?

Look, everyone else is already reading the Player Pr?ﬁlefs. Yﬁu;l;e
' su'pposed to be standing in for most people., and they don’t give a hoot.
""Okay, steals are more scarce in the American League.

Exactly. The tendency in the market is to spend more on hitting whe
the home runs are flying, and trash pitching; the reverse should happen
Jimmy Key in '87 was much more valuable than Mike Moore last ye
even though his record on the face of it wasn’t as good.

If the league totals change drastically, the profile of the average hitte
changes noticeably. But he’s still worth $13. The average pitcher fluc
tuates in ERA and ratio, and remains worth $8.67. These are the figure
to keep in mind for the three-year scans: C

Aﬂ I wanted to know.

- Anyway, it does raise the question of how to- show Viola, Lan}fs(tiortl(;
" 0ddibe McDowell, and so forth, Not to cut it too ﬁnfe, I decide

L tist their statistics overall, then total what they earned in each 1ea§u}fl:.
- Thit's ‘just for 1989; for 1987 and 1988, I appl'y the formfﬂl;: 10' the
. ":'léa'gue they spent more time in. The parentheses indicate which league
' spent less time in. ‘

L the’ljfhepnf:xt question is where to place the players ,who qualify at sevcr’aﬁ
i positions. Is Hojo a shortstop or is he not? He’s not, zjmd yet you .
" find him under shortstops. Indeed, if you even look f.or him un‘der thir

baseman, it’s a sign you’re not focused; you're musing dreamily about

AVERAGE PLAYERS FOR THE I.Aé'l‘ THREE YEARS

NATIONAL LEAGUE HR  RBI  SB  BA ERA  RATIO

1987 N8 n I 40 122 b  baseball
» real baseball.
%8 O A L " As far as I'm concemed, the numbers are the essence of the profiles.
i D@ 0w % nz . As enjoyable as they are to write, the comments are almost superfluous.
a2 43




They’re implied, I suppose, but it’s not my purpose to get into ¢
prediction game. That’s your job.

Because a friend of mine who read your book last year, when he hegy,
I was going to be talking to you?

Yes?.

He said, if Patton says_ he won any money, will you ask him if he ha
Separate comments for himself?

I'm sure—wasn’t he k.idding_? )
It didn’t sound Iike jt. | |
Well, kindly remind him what I Just said. About whose jobitis .,

I said it last year . . . That’s really great, you know, telling me some
thing like that, just when I’'m about to stick my head in a noose aga

I'm sorry.

I feel like not saying anything. Trouble is, the book would be too shoit.

R ’ . : SB BA
. . . . DAMON BERRYHILL AB HR RBI -
Hey, the guy’s a jerk. T know hin well. Gotta place our own bets, . | e = 00 ; 38 1 259
' _ . . * 1988 CHI : 1 257 8
Right on. . B9 CHIN B85 4l .

Dl tell you what: If I sce anytbing really stupid in ydi.rz_‘ comments, I'll
tell you afterwards, okay?

No, not okay.

That’s all right, too. Let’s see no w—how’s it organized again?

. K'good' example of the range of opinions about “pos;lit;er:S ;sc;rc;it};;;
: ice (i ¢ 4, his hig ! Yet,

“hi arket price (in Chaptet 1) was $4, hi

il;lstlioh‘fs [iI:ljury,- IIJ'ne' eamned his keep in three of the five leagues.

. . i . : : RBI 5:} ,B‘.‘. s
By position, alphabetically. _ CRAIG BIGGIO AB R — - ;
. - o L o ' BT 3 5 8 <
But you have to let me talk to you at the end, just in case there’s . 198BHOU 3 13 60 )| 257 22
anything else? L g : 1989 HOU 44

I don’t have to. But I will.
coming up in many auctions this spring.
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44

s puzzling why Biggio’s average salary walgssoI 101\; ;5;13)8 ?;té);f;;:
‘He inking his ffee in *88..In He: )

.- He earned that drinking his cup of coft . _ ’

- fil:he.d leagues, it’s higher (§7), but it’s obvious his name won’t be



